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the memory of one of Canada’s earliest Irish settlements

day) and cake afterward. But it wil likely
be a sedate affair.
The unruly ghosts of a past thit was
coisterous, tough and proud — those
ostxan

They were a resilient lot, those Irish pio-
neers of St. Columban, accustomed to
{ighting tirough the poverty they had
known in their homeland and surviving in
the face of terrible odds, But they were
s0 very different from th s
whose neighbours they had become. De.
spite sharing the same Catholic religion,
H\wmum\lh\ r
ymers unset
Fathe
culties, just before the church
Columl n built and bef

hem, a Father Naud had be
harged with th duty: He found much not
i

b their }vmcrn
heir less than perfect
n[lu\lm
of them had not yet made their
he wrot to his bishop
ntreal, and when he tried to g
all together for a couple oy in-
te. Scholastique,
oungsters
 there overnight, but o
wishes 1o

ade by the
mmunity, they were a
nightmare, Made in haste ghd lacking de-
tail, he wrote (replicatinghe language he
eard), “canjessions d la mode ir
cansisted mostly of “I cursit,

sworn, | got in a passion.”

A, ces irlandais.

shman to be decded land in

b

the end of 1821. The following year, the
Irish started arriving in a flow, many of

TIZEN'S WEEKLY

Pictures, documents,
correspondence and stories
painta colourful picture of the
little community. It’s all there
— from the battle with the
bottle waged by Father Dolan,
shown here, to the hardships
suffered by the unprepared
Irish settlers during their first
Laurentian winter

them farmers who had left poor economic
conditions at home. Freshly arrived in
Montreal,they learned about the new s
ezaect o ihcs vy and headed t
R i A e 0
long rectangles roughly 175 metres wide
by 1.5 kilometres long.

By 135, there were caough of them
there, 100 familics, that ¢ offic
A i bereded 5 ocpesia
et parish chuzch, itablished by the

rn Father Patrick Phelan. (Phelan

the man responsible for bringing Elisabeth
Bruyére tothis area.

It was never a rich parish, although it
had its pride and its priorities. Church
records show, for instance, that a John
Kennedy was paid $20 a year in 1840 to
sing during mass. And St. Columban’s
church shways met its financial and hous-
ing obligations to its pastors, especially

y.a Limer-
ick-born priest who served the communi-
ty for more than 40 years. (There was a
two-year hiatus when he was sent to min-
ister to Irish navvies building the Lachine
Canal. That followed an 1843 incident, dur-
ing the first major strike in Canadian his-
tory, in which protesting Irish workers
were fired upon by British soldiers and
Killed.) Father Falvey's door was always
unlocked. it was said, and he kept a library

is home for anyone who wanted to
borrow a hook

s v which remains indisurbedin

tery,is marked witha Celtic cross

and the inscription, “To the memory of
Rev. John FALVEY by his grateful Parish

ty lot, too.

verpiich. One ul a s roke out be
residents and
s from m-.,m-mmm communi-

lebrating the “Glarious Twelfth.
Family oral tradition has it that the Protes

ment, leaving a note that promised they
would return to burn it down. For the next
several weeks, St. Col

foners armed themsely

keeping watch, although the threat, lik
such fevered threats, eventually evape

ed

The community was never rich, either.
Poor farming conditions and large families
meant that most young people had to
move away eventuall to find work. This
they did in booming Montreal, in Ottawa
and along the Ottawa River, with its rich
logging opportunities

people made their mark,

too. The late Supreme Court justice Em-

‘mett Hall was a native. So was Quebec jus-

tice Paul Casey. Numerous lawyers, teach-

ers and priests hailed from the litle com-

nd at least two bishops have been
ing the

whether tossed asi stillin the ceme
v

Patrick and Honora, |
also .a..(.,‘m.i a previously unknown
item of personal history in the stone

\hu m;nlm\ of her pare
James and brother Ric
Richard who sacrifice
the American War on he
d 23 yrs. Though not here in body is
Ww in spirit,
ou see this,” says Keyes, "and yo

want to know more — who this Richard
was, why he went to fight in the Civil War.
where he got killed

Broken or defiantly standing. every
stone tells a story:

If Fergus Keyes s the catalyss,
ef organizer for the St

n group. Claude

or and resource

sr-oldbistorian and author,
udied at Laval University, has been
g 1n Se. Coltimban most o b 6
and poking around its roots and assem.
blingits history for almost 30 years
The study in his lovely 1og home is lined
50 S Uil Booke, s otk ol
with filing cabinets. The bookshelves are
crammed with works, in English and
French, on Irish history, the Irish lan-
uage, the 1ncient Celts Irish imgra-
tion and Canadian setlement (including
Joan Finnigan's collect

maps, surveys,
vidual folders on every family from the
are

“Anyone who's ever done any family re-

h in St. Columban will bump up

him" says Keyes. It was Bour-

guignon,in fact, who solved one of Keyes's
s ical ridd

amon the e
John Behan of Ottawa.
The gravestones at St Columb:

See IRISHNESS on PAGE B8

and — maybe he
Apparently, it’s an excruciating death.”

DIPTHERIA VICTIMS, 1885-1886
O'Rourke-Thomassin discovered
well the heartbreak and fear that must

swept through (he commanicy dr-
ing epidemic outbre
When diphtheria hit St. Columban in
5, three children f
ed five, three and 13
monts — died within four days of eac h
sther. The following
vweek
Jid, thr and one-year-old

NOTES FADM THE PASTOR
th of in:
parish reg

strbuted o incontinence o wine:
But there were positive observations as
well. In the late 19th century, when Curé
recording things, he wrote

a
St. Columban who studied at McGill Uni-
versity, graduating from there in medi-
cine in 1865s. Dr. Cornelius Phelan,
nephew of the mm»p who had estab-
s church in 1835,

al

Que. Accarding to
an accou n Pioneer English
Catholies in the Eastern Townchips by
Rev. T. |. Walsh, Phelan was the town’s
leading physician.

Janice Kennedy

Two St. Columban
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